
Schedule of Meeting Times: 
 WKAC 1080 AM Sunday 7:30 AM 
  Speaker, Robert Emerson 
 Study Sunday 10:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Morn 11:00 AM 
 Worship Sunday Eve 5:00 PM 
  Singing every 2nd Sunday evening 
 Study Wednesday 7:00 PM 
Preacher / bulletin editor:  
 Kris Vilander, (256) 472-1065 
E-mail: kris@haysmillchurchofchrist.org 
Website: www.haysmillchurchofchrist.org  
 
Servants during October: 

Songleader: Stanley (2), Larry (9), Peter 
(16), Stanley (23), Larry (30) 

Reading: Mike B 
Announcements: Stanley 
Table: Larry, Marty, Mike M, Peter 

Wednesday Lesson: Stanley (5), 
Kris (12), Larry (19), Stanley 
(26) 

Lawn Mowing (week starting): 
Kris (2), Marty (9), Stanley 
(16), Larry (23), Kris (30) 

 
Hays Mill church of Christ 
21705 Hays Mill Road 
Elkmont, AL 35620 

“For by grace you have 
been saved through 
faith; and that not of 
yourselves, it is the gift of 
God; not as a result of 
works, so that no one 
may boast.”  
 
— Ephesians 2:8,9 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 “Examine everything carefully…” —1 Thessalonians 5:21 NASB 
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Salvation by Grace 
by M. W. Bassford 

 

Recently, I have become an 
even louder proponent of grace, 
indeed of the naked necessity of 
grace, than I ever was before. I can 
tell from the comments I've been 
getting on social media that this 
has made some good brethren 
nervous. They reply with 
variations of, “Yes, but you have to 
do something.” In light of this, I 
thought it would be useful to 
explain my thoughts more fully. 

Every day, I am confronted 
with the reality that in the next 
couple of years, I will die. The Bible 
tells me that I should be confident 
in the face of death, that I should 
contemplate the end of my life 
with hope rather than fear or 
despair. 

If so, that hope can have only 
one basis, and I am not it. I know 
myself too well. I believe that I am 

a better man than I have ever been 
before, but I also see more clearly 
the immense gap between my 
righteousness and the 
righteousness of Christ. If I have to 
be good enough, I assuredly have 
not been. 

I have not been diligent 
enough. I have not been wise 
enough. I have not been holy 
enough. I have not been loving 
enough. In these and so many 
other areas, I see no cause for 
confidence in my own merit, yet I 
am to be confident. 

Such confidence can only 
come from putting my trust in the 
grace of the Lord. It is so great that 
I no longer need to fret over the 
sufficiency of my own goodness. 
Whether that goodness be little or 
much, His grace is sufficient. 



So far, I know that I have said 
little to settle the nerves of my 
concerned readers! If indeed we 
rely on the grace of Christ because 
we can make no meaningful 
contribution to our own salvation, 
doesn't that lead to an apathetic, 
do-nothing faith that is 
unconcerned with sin because 
God is just going to slosh a bucket 
of grace all over it? 

In the first place, I 
acknowledge that this is not 
merely a hypothetical. There are 
millions, both in the Lord's church 
and outside of it, who treat the 
grace that they imagine they have 
received as a license to be worldly. 
Second, though, the question was 
answered 2000 years ago in 
Romans 6. 

Too often, we go to Romans 6 
to find support for our beliefs 
about baptism but fail to reckon 
with the argument that the 
chapter makes. According to Paul, 
grace does not release us from the 
need to do anything. Instead, it 
puts us under obligation. We are 
freed from sin, but we become 
slaves of righteousness. 

If we truly understand 
ourselves in this way, the notion of 
being do-nothing Christians is 
laughable. Admittedly, earthly 
slaves are not known for diligence, 
but even they will work hard when 

under the eyes of their masters. 
We can never escape the 
supervision of our Master. 

We must consider ourselves as 
having no self-will left in the things 
of the spirit because we have 
wholly given over that will to 
Jesus. We don't even have 
standing to ask how much or how 
little we should give and whether 
it will be good enough. We already 
have signed over everything. 

This dovetails with James’s 
discussion of justification by works 
in James 2. Biblical scholars have 
pitted Paul and James against each 
other for hundreds of years. 
However, they should have noted 
that James didn't merely cite 
Abraham, one of the most 
illustrious figures of the Old 
Testament, as an example of 
justification by works. He also 
chose Rahab. 

I've watched Bible classes 
struggle with Rahab for years. How 
could God exalt a prostitute who 
helped the Israelites by lying??? 
However, that's not a difficulty 
with the text. It's the point. We 
only become confused when we 
refuse to class ourselves with 
Rahab. 

Rahab did not justify herself by 
being good enough. She justified 
herself through the action that is 
inseparable from genuine faith. 

Instead of continuing on to 
destruction with the people of 
Jericho, she cast her lot with the 
people of God. 

It is the same with us. If her 
service was tainted by lying, how 
much more is our service tainted 
by envy, pride, carelessness, 
indifference, and lack of love! All 
of us are in the business of offering 
blemished sacrifices. Nonetheless, 
like Rahab, we serve anyway. We 
too have cast our lot with the 
people of God and are justified in 
His sight. 

The grace of the Bible is not a 
blank check that allows us to sin all 
the more. It is a demand that we 
put to death the old man of sin. 
None of us will ever succeed in so 
doing. None of us will ever come 
close. 

However, our souls do not 
depend on our success or failure. 

The same grace that asks for 
everything offers everything too, 
so that we may rest our hope not 
on ourselves but on the salvation 
available only through Christ. 

Bassford’s terminal illness has 
demanded an introspection of him 
that all men need.  

While God has at times 
differed in specific commands, if 
any man is going to be saved, he 
will be saved in the same way any 
other man has been saved 
throughout time—under the Old 
Covenant, under the New, or 
before either. We are saved by 
God’s grace through obedient 
faith, Eph 2:8,9.  

We rightly praise God for his 
this, because not one of us merits, 
or earns, salvation; all we deserve 
is condemnation, Rom 3:23; 6:23. 
What a wonderful God and Savior! 
—KV 

 

 Remember in Prayer  
 

Joyce continues to deal with 
her cancer. Hazel’s son-in-law, 
Shane Reed, is undergoing 
chemotherapy in Birmingham for 
Leukemia. Betty is waiting to hear 
from her doctor about another 
spot in her leg; and Robert still 
seems to be having bouts with his 
heart. Continue to pray for the 

Beddingfields, Carolyn Dennis and 
Dot Hice.  

Please also pray for John 
Pollard and his wife Sylvia, who 
work with the church in 
Germantown, Maryland; and for 
the free spread of the gospel 
throughout the world, 2 Thess 3:1. 



